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SANCTUARY WINDOWS 

Harry Woldridge  (1845-1917) 
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S Chad 

 
Sir Charles Chad Bt  (1779-1855) 
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Thursford Church Windows
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There is one window on either side of the Sanctuary beside the East Window. Each has two lights 
depicting a saint as shown above.  Designed by Harry Wooldridge (1845-1917) and made like the East 
Window by Powell and Sons in 1873.  Each will be described in detail. 

 
The view towards the Sanctuary 
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�east-day F �ugust 15 
(may be called The �ssumption of the �lessed �irgin 
ary) 

 

ary was a young 
ewish girl living in �a1areth when a 
messenger from the �ord announced that she was to be the 
bearer of the Son of �od to the world. Her response K�et it be to 
me according to your wordK revealed her natural sense of 
obedience to �od and her reverence for his WordA showing her 
worthy to be the bearer of the Word made 4esh. This day is now 
celebrated as the ma!or feast of the �less�d �irgin 
ary 
throughout most of �hristendom. 

Exciting Holiness, Canterbury Press, 1st Edition 1997 
 

ary wears a halo and headscarf in blue F 
aryJs colour.  Her 
other garments are of di2erent colours although the lining of the 
outer garment is I
ary �lueJ. 
 
She carries in the right hand a lilyA a symbol of purity and her 
usual attribute.  Sometimes the stylised lilyA the I4eur-de-lysJA is 
used. 

 
 

aryJs feet are not covered.  �ompare with the East Window 
where she wears red shoes. 
 
The picture is named S 
���.  The other �east-days of the �irgin 

ary areB 

�ebruary 7 F The Puri3cation of the � � 
ary 
(The Presentation of �hrist) 


arch 75 F The �nnunciation 

ay 31 F The �isit to Eli1abeth (��P F 
uly 7) 
September 8 F The �ativity of the � � 
ary 

December 8 F The �onception of the � � 
ary 
December 75 F The �irth of �hrist 
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	n this light 
ary looks towards the ad!acent light which is St 

oseph her spouse. 
 
The remainder of the window has a variety of (uarries (glass 
3lling in the gaps). 
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�east-day F 
arch 15 
 

	n the gospel of 
atthewA 
oseph is depicted as a good manA a 
working carpenterA who trusted in �od. He received �odLs 
messenger who shared with him �odLs will for him and for 

aryA to whom he was engaged to be married. �ukeLs gospel 
describes how 
oseph took the new-born child as if he were his 
own. He was with 
ary whenA on the fortieth day after the birthA 

esus was presented in the TempleA Lwhere every first-born 
male is designated as holy to the �ordL. The adoption of 
esus 
by 
oseph also established 
esus in the descent of DavidA to 
accord with the prophecy that 	sraelLs deliverer would be of the 
House and lineage of David. 

Exciting Holiness, Canterbury Press, 1st Edition 1997 
 
�ike the ad!acent light St 
oseph wears a 
ary blue halo.  His 
outer garment has a blue e/terior with an orange lining.  The 
under garment is green.  This is the same range of colours as S 

ary but di2erently arranged. 
 

osephA with his bearded head slightly bowedA looks to the 
�lessed �irgin 
ary and his left hand also points that way.   
 
He characteristically holds a stick (wood for a carpenterC) 
which in this case has a rather productive branch. 
 
He has bare feet. 
 
S 
�SEPH is clearly named 
 
�lso in the �ew Testament is 
oseph of �rimathea who 
recovered the body of 
esus after the �ruci3/ion and arranged 
for its burial.  He is not commemorated in the �hurch of 
England but is in the �hurch in Wales on 
uly 31. 
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�artyr at �o�e, c& !� 
�east-day F �ovember 77 

 
�ecilia was one of the most revered martyrs of the �oman 
�hurchA but the only thing we know for certain is that at some 
point in the second or third centuryA a woman called �ecilia 
allowed the �hurch to meet in her house in Trastevere in the city 
of �ome and that subse(uently the church erected on that site 
bore her name. She was remembered as a brave woman who 
risked giving hospitality to the �hristian �hurch when to do so 
was to court censure and possibly death. �ccording to a tradition 
that can be dated no earlier than the 3fth centuryA she converted 
her pagan husband and his brother to the faithA both of whom 
were martyred before her. She is honoured as the patron saint of 
musicians. 

 Exciting Holiness, Canterbury Press, 1st Edition 1997 
 
�ecilia wears an halo and carries in her right hand a small organ. 
 

 

 
Her feet are uncovered. 
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�is�o� o� �ic��eld, �issionary, "7  
�east-day F  
arch 7 

 

�had was born in �orthumbriaA the youngest of four sonsA all of 
whom became both priests and monks. They entered the 
monastery on the isle of �indisfarne and were taught by St �idan. 
�hadLs brother �edd had founded the abbey at �astingham andA 
on his brotherLs deathA �had was elected abbot. During the 
confusion in ecclesiastical discipline between the �eltic-
orientedA �nglo-Sa/on hierarchy and the pressure from �ome for 
conformityA �had became �ishop of �ork for a time. He 
graciously stepped back with the arrival in �ritain of TheodoreA 
who doubted the validity of indigenous consecrations. This was 
eventually recti3ed and �had became �ishop of 
erciaA a huge 
diocese the centre of which he moved from �epton to �ich3eld. 
�had travelled e/tensively and became much loved for his 
wisdom and gentleness in otherwise di2icult situations. The 
plague was prevalent at this time and �had died on this day in 
the year ;77. 

Exciting Holiness, Canterbury Press, 1st Edition 1997 
 

St �had wears an halo and because of his episcopal o2ice a 
mitre. 
�bout his neck he wears a gold apparelled amice. 
 

He carries a cro1ier. He wears episcopal gloves F chirothecae. 
 

 
 

His undergarment is orange and would normally be a black 
cassock.  Then there is a rather short apparelled alb (the apparel 
at the right wrist may be seen). 
 

� green chasuble with decorated blue orphreys  and a blue lining 
completes the eucharistic vestments. 
 
� ���� 
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The window on the north side of the �lessed �irgin 
ary complements the reredos above the altar and 
is here with St 
oseph.  �n the south the reason for St �ecilia and St �had is less clear.  Perhaps the 
latter is because of the great benefactor of the churchA Sir �harles �had �t.  During the �ictorian 
restoration The �had �hapel was createdA raised to a higher level to accommodate the crypt 
mausoleum beneath. 

 

 

The raised �had �hapel 
To the ����� o� ��� and in ������ o� S	�  

������S ���� T�	S ������ was ��ST���� ,10/ 
Looking from The Chad Chapel into the South Aisle of the Nave  

 
 

��$ ���$ �% ���� �& (1779-1855) was born on 74 �pril 1779.  His father was Sir �eorge �hadA 1st �aronet 
(1735-1815)A who matriculated at �hristJs �ollege �ambridge in 1748 and was admitted to �incolnJs 	nn 
in 1749.  He held the o2ice of �ecorder of �ynn from 17;9 to 1794.  He married Sarah �owles (b.1757) 
in 1775A inherited Pynkney HallA East �udhamA �orfolk in 1781A and created 1st �aronet �had of 
Thursford in the �ounty of �orfolk on 78 
uly 1791.  He died on 74 �ovember 1855.  There were eight 
children and �harles �had was the second son.  The older brother born in 1778 died when he was 15A 
in 1793.  �harles married �ady �nne Turnour (1785-1837) on 14 
une 1815 at St 
aryJs �hurchA 
�hiddingfoldA near �odalmingA Surrey.  There were no children.  He became the 7nd �aronet on 74 
�ovember 1815.  �ady �had died on 7 �ebruary 1837A aged 4;.  He died on 35 September 1855A aged 
7;. The �arony then became e/tinct. 

 

 
�yn�ney �a   

 
 


