
 
 
 

 
 

The East Window of The Chad Chapel from the Churchyard. 
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STAT  CRUX  DUM VOLVITUR ORBIS 
The Cross stands while the World turns 
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L���L 3  A 
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��t�( �i�h&#�) 
�("-�## (b.194>), born in Cambridgeshire on 10 July 194>, Farmer, �loc" Fen 
FarmA ChatterisB son of Philip Allpress Mar#well (1924-199>) Farmer GFenmarc and Fen�rain 
Farmin� Coo'erati-esH and �iolet Mary née Peacoc# (1922-2003) TeacherB 19=4 married �illian 
Mary née Hec#ford (b.1953); Moved to Thursford 200=. 
 

�i##i�% 
�(/ 
�("-�## née Hec#ford (b.1953), born in Cambridgeshire on 29 �eptember 1953, 
Farmin� �artner; daughter of Captain �eo3rey Brittain Hec#ford FCA (1926-2021), Finance 
�irector and Com'an0 Secretar0A Ci�a �ei�0  and �era née Hodgson BA (192=-2012).  
 

 
 
 

Four rays through the 
s#y 

�&t� 1 
 
 

Trees 
�&t� 2 

 
�heep 

�&t� 3 
 
 

Hare 
�&t� 6 

 
 

Bramble 
�&t� 7  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�wl 
�&t� 8 
 
Fence and stile 
�&t� 9 
 
 
 
 
	vy 
�&t� : 

 

�illian Mar#well who submitted a design, which has been followed by the artists, writesC 
 

 

�ur desi�n was ins'ired �0 one of our fa-ourite do� wal"s 
in the -illa�e.  	t de'icts the 'astoral  -iew from the woods 
at the to' of Clar"’s �ane across to St Andrew’s Church 
and Thursford �allA which on a sunn0 da0 one can ima�ine 
hasn’t chan�ed for hundreds of 0ears.  �-er the 0ears we 
ha-e seen shee' and cattle �ra1in�A hares �o/in� in the 
s'rin� and the �hostEli"e �arn owl searchin� out mice and 
-oles in the �rassA as seen in the ori�inal desi�n G�elowH.  
The  �ram�les  and  i-0  !ust  added  interest  to  the  foreE 
�round �ut are to �e found in the local hed�erows.   
��-iousl0 the ori�inal desi�n had 
to �e ada'ted for the stained �lass 
'rocess and the trees and �ushes 
were re'laced �eautifull0 �0 the 
K�ea-enl0 �a0s’ and a cloud 
lin"in� the 'anel to the Cross 
a�o-e. 

 

 



����� 
�&t� 1 
These beams of light lin# the content of the window below to 
the cross above.   
 

They are not the beams of light which decorate the night s#y 
in Thursford during the staging of the Christmas �pectacular.  

 
�&t� 2 
The trees 
 

            

�&t� 3 
The sheep 
 

 
 

 
�&t� 6 
The hare 

 
 

�&t� 7 
The bramble 
 

 

 
�&t� 8 
The owl 

 
 

�&t� 9 
Fence and �tile 

 
 

�&t� ; 
The ivy  
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��#i. ��&0(�/ ���%�/ (b.1966), born in Chainhurst, Kent on 1> �ovember 1966, son of Roger 
�edney (b.1939) Farmer and Lynette née Fuller (b.1941);  Arm0 �2icer – late Commandin� 
�2icer �o0al Scots �ra�oon �uards G755;E755>HA now �a!or �eneral; lived in Thursford since 
1999. 
 

�&##/ �#i)���th �&&�(+0 ���%�/ - née �ansome (b.19=0), born in Leicester on 1 �ctober 
19=0, daughter of �avid �ansome (1932-2023) �eneral �edical �ractitioner and �usan - née 
Archer (b.1940);  Artist. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

N�an �y#eO pattern 
in gold 
�&t� 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Acorns 
�&t� 3 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fish in saltire 
�&t� 2 

 
����� 

���� 	 
The �o0al Scots �ra�oon �uardsA wear a 
distincti-e 0ellowEonE�lue 1i�1a� 'attern on 
their hatsA "nown as the K-an �0"e’A as a nod 
to their ca-alr0 herita�e. This 'attern 
ori�inates from the traditional horseEhair 
'lume holders of dra�oon re�iments and 
reflects the re�iment’s linea�eA which 
includes the �o0al Scots �re0s. The -an 
�0"e desi�n is �oth a 'ractical and 
ceremonial featureA hel'in� distin�uish the 
re�iment -isuall0 while 'reser-in� an historic 
element of �ritish ca-alr0 dress. 
The regiments Tactical Recognition Flash, 
worn on the right arm of combat uniform, 
also has the van �yc# pattern – N�O-shaped 
li#e the beard of Anthony van �yc# (1599-
1641) Artist. 
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The surname �edne0 was first found 
in �incolnshire at �edne0A a -illa�e and ci-il 
'arish in the South �olland district that dates 
�ac" to the �omesda0 �oo" of 65=; where it 
was listed as �adenai.   The crossed fish (fish 
in saltire) on the �edne0 famil0 coat of arms 
are �elie-ed to s0m�oli1e the famil0’s 
historical ties to the fishin� industr0.  A �ed 
Galso s'elled �eddH is a lar�e freshwater 
'redator0 fish "nown for its s'eed and 
ferocit0. The word I�edJ comes from the 
Scottish and �ld �n�lish word for 'i"e.  The 
'i"e is commonl0 used in heraldr0 to 
re'resent determinationA coura�eA and a 
fierce nature. 
 

 
���� � 
Acorns are most widel0 
reco�nised as a s0m�ol of 
stren�thA 'otentialA and �rowth. 
For us the0 s0m�olise lo-eA �reat 
thin�s �rowin� from small 
�e�innin�sA fertilit0 and new lifeA 
and lon�e-it0.  The0 ha-e often 
�een used as decoration and were 
a "e0 feature ato' the  ca"e at our 
weddin� in 6>><. 

 

 

 

 
The �edney Arms �ut not speci(c for this family.  

The 2crossed/(sh3 will �e noted. 
The �edney3s weddin� ca�e in ),,+ 

with the acorns 0
ote *1 
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&h% �&%�#� C+)hi%g (b.1939), born in Thursford on 20 �ovember 1939, son of �eorge Thomas 
and  Mini  Cushing; married Barbara Petronella née  �cott   (b.1959), born 12 �eptember 1959  
daughter of  Thomas and Mi#a �cott; Chief �/ecuti-e �2icerA �roducer and �irector of 
ThursfordB  lived in Thursford all his life, developed Thursford to the enterprise it is today with 
the largest Christmas �how in Europe employing over 350 local and international sta3 and cast 
each year.  He plays a positive role in raising money for �t AndrewOs Church and other village 
events. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�how-girl 
�&t� 2 

 

 
Traction Engine 
�&t� 1 
 
 
Four �oves – the left 
hand one does not 
show well  �&t� 3 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Horse from a round-a-
bout 
�&t� 6 

 

����� 

�&t� 1 
The picture is of a 
�howmanOs Traction Engine 
named �ictor0 number 
3>2=.  	t was built in 1920. 	t 
was used for traction of 
show ground vehicles and 
for power generation.  	t is 
steam driven.  	t was bought 
by � T Cushing in 194= 
having had a very short 
wor#ing life, for the 
Thursford Collection.  
 

 

 
 
 

 
 

� ���������� ���� T�	������ � �te� restored into a li�in� �ast 



 

�&t� 2 
The Thursford Christmas �pectacular, 
which does not forget to include 
significant reference to the Christmas 
�tory, has twenty dancing girls in a 
variety of outfits.  This illustration ta#es 
its origin from the label on a locally 
produced, Thursford owned gin bottle. 

 
 

�&t� 3 
Towards the end of the Christmas �pectacular 
doves are 5own across the auditorium.  These 
four doves represent that moment. The fourth 
dove on the left may be seen in �ote 1. 

 
 

 

�&t� 6 
A detail from the �avage 3-abrest set of 
�allopers dating bac# to 1>96.  	t was added 
to the Thursford Collection in 2002. 
 
�������
� 
T�	������ � �tea� restored into a li�in� �ast 
 
 
 

 
 



L	��� Ch.3 
L���L 2  
 

 
 

�h+()�&(� Ch+(�h 
2222 

The designersO mar# is clearly shown at this level in light 1.  The name of the Church here 
anchors this window to the place for which it was designed with reference to ten local families 
and with local designers.  	t is called the Time Ca'sule being a snapshot of Thursford in the year 
clearly shown, 2020. 
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C�(� 
�(i&% �&)) - née Aldiss (b.1939), born in �orwich on 9 August 1939, daughter of Harry 
John Aldiss (190>-1999) and Caroline Martha -née Barrett (1913-2010); in June 1961 married 

&h% ��,i� �/�%�/ �&)) (1936-2016) FarmerA �irector �olt �u��0 Clu�A born = April 1936 in 
Little �noring, son of William James Fergusson Ross (1905-1992),  Farmer, and �ladys Winifred  
died 14 June 2016.  They had one son, Andrew and two daughters, Eli2abeth and Catherine; 
They moved to family home in Thursford in 2000. 
 

 
 
 

�wallows 
�&t� 1 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rugby ball 
�&t� 2 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�heaf of Wheat 
�&t� 3 
 
 
 
Hoc#ey �tic# 
�&t� 6 



����� 

�&t� 1 
�wallows used to nest in the stable at the 
farm and Cara developed a great interest 
and love of these wonderful little �irds. 

 
 

 

 

�&t� 2 
	n addition to Farming, JohnOs 
other passion was Rugby Football.  
	nitially he played for �orwich and 
then was a founder member of 
Holt Rugby Club of which he 
became a director.  He was a 
debenture holder at the Allian2 
�tadium in Twic#enham, the home 
of England Rugby.  The company, 
�ilbert Rugby, is mostly #nown for 
its rugby union balls, having been 
o3icial supplier for every World 
Cup since 1995. 

 

�&t� 3 
The Ross family have farmed in �orfol# 
since 1920.  Andrew Ross, son of the 
late John and Cara, is the 4th generation 
at �ortonOs Farm, Thursford.  This sheaf 
of wheat signifies arable farming. 

 
 

 

�&t� 6 
Cara was a member of EvergreenOs Hoc#ey 
Club in Fa#enham.  Before her Margaret 
Ross, an aunt of John who lived at �ortonOs 
Farm in Thursford, together with her friend 
Peggy Ellicott were founder members of 
EvergreenOs. 
The hoc#ey stic# was bought for Margaret 
by her father in 1940.   
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�. 
&%�th�% �&-�(�/ (b.1966), born in Leicester on 24 �ovember 1966, son of Alan Peter 
Mo3at �owerby (1926-19>6), born in �underland and Margaret Linette �owerby – née Lance 
Jones (1930-2023), born in Cardi3; �wner Sower�0s �state A�enc0; lived most of his life in 
�orfol#, and in Thursford for the last = years. 
 

�%�(�� L/%%� �&-�(�/ @ née Chambers (b.1966), born in Bristol on 21 July 1966, daughter of 
Barry Raymond �arth Chambers (1943-2005), born in �cottish Borders and �usan Ann – née 
�eal (b. 1946), born in London; �wner Sower�0s �olida0 Cotta�esB   member of �t AndrewOs 
�ocial Committee (ba#er of ca#es for �aturday cafés); lived in �orfol# for 30 years. 
 

And their three children 
��&(g� ��t�( �&-�(�/ (b.1999), born in KingOs Lynn on 5 March 1999. 
�&$ ��%(/ �&-�(�/ (b.2001), born in KingOs Lynn on 21 January 2001.       
�%%� �#&(�%�� �&-�(�/ (b.2003), born in KingOs Lynn on 5 April 2003. 
 

 
�ovecote 

�&t� 1 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thursford Hall 
�&t� 3 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
N�O and Fish in water 
�&t� 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pre-war classic car 
�&t� 6 

  
����� 

�&t� 1 
The dovecote in the 
grounds of Thursford 
�ld Hall with trees in 
the bac#ground. This is 
a N�rade 2 listed 
buildingO. 

 

      

 

 

        
 
 



 

 
 

�&t� 2 
The N�O is in the same font as that used in the business 
signage – see A.  	t was specially designed and is a modified 
version of Times �ew Roman. 
 
The N�O is filled with water containing four fish.  This 
represents the short moat in the garden of Thursford Hall – 
see B. 
The fish loo# similar and are probably Carp – see C. 

   

 
 

 

 

 

 

� / 	ignage of 	owerbys � / �arden moat, with boat C - Carp 
 

�&t�) 3 �%� 6 
Thursford �ld Hall, a 1=th century building upgraded in the 19th, once the home of the �cott 
Chad family is now that of the �owerby Family.   
The classic sports car, a 193= Talbot Lago T150C, is owned and raced by MJ�. 
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��&(g� ��-�(� C+)hi%g  (1933-2020), born on 10 April 1933, Farmer, son of �eorge Thomas 
Henry Cushing (1904-2003), Farmer and Contractor, and 
i%%i�  C+)hi%g;  married Maureen 
Ann née Co#er  (b.1940);  lived in Thursford =1 years; involved in �istrict and Parish life. They 
had two sonsC �eorge �pencer Cushing (b.19=1) who served in The Army and Henry Charles 
Cushing (b.19=4) who is a Farmer and married �ictoria née Elms. 
 

These depictions ta#e the viewer to the farm – Broo#hill Farm, Thursford, owned now by Henry 
and �ictoria Cushing.  They grow wheat, barley, sugar beet, pump#ins and loo# after pigs.  They 
opened The Pump#in House at the Farm in 201> and are adding to its attractions with mini golf 
and a mai2e ma2e. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Wheat sheaf 
�&t�1 

 
 
 
 

Pump#in 
�&t� 3 

 
 

Coloured glass only 

 

 
 
 
Modern tractor 
�&t� 2 
 
 
�team Tractor 
�&t� 2 
 
 
Pig 
�&t� 6 

 

�&t� 1 
Two wheat sheaves on either side of the 
roundel signify arable farming. 
	f a sheaf was part of an heraldic bla2on it 
would be called a Ngarb(e)O. 
 

         
 



 

 
 
�&t� 2 
Fuel tractors were introduced in the 
1920s. �ome fifty years later a safety cab, 
as illustrated here. was added for safety 
and is a legal requirement. 
 
 
 
 
A steam tractor was commonly seen in 
the 19th and early years of the 20th 
centuries until replaced by tractors 
powered by internal combustion 
engines. 

 
�&t� 3 
A large pump#in is illustrated.  	t is a gourd and 
the biological name of the family is Cucur�ita.  
There are many di3erent types. 
�iversification led to their introduction to this 
Farm.  The Pump#in House, opened in 201>, 
is at the Farm and open to visitors, with other 
attractions. 
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�&t� 6 
Thie  pig represents Broo#hill Farm as a pig 
farm. 
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The stained glass East Window in The Chad Chapel, 
donated by people living within the parish of �t Andrew, 
Thursford at a definite time (2020) has been named, 
appropriately  the Time Ca'sule.  However, there is 
possibly more than that.  The designers have united the 
three lights and thus the donorOs contributions, with an 
overall circular pattern of the leading. This has been 
surmounted with a plain Latin Cross and the words T� THE 
PRA	�E �F ���.  �eeing this immediately suggested a 
�lo�us Cruci�er, an orb, with a globe surmounted by a 
crossE  	t brought to mind the summit of the East Window   
in nearby �t MartinOs Church, Hindringham with the depiction of Christ in Ma"esty holding a 
globus cruciger in his left hand (Sal-ator �undi).  	n the main East Window here, at �t 
AndrewOs Church, in light 3 Christ in Ma"esty is depicted but the globe is not surmounted by 
a cross.  Even if that thought was not that intended it is also interesting to analyse the 
individual items depicted in the designs.  �ome of them were immediately recognised as also 
having a meaning in Christian Art.  An analysis of the depictions was underta#en. 

    
There are forty-eight depictions in the ten areas donated by the people of Thursford. This is an 
attempt to gather them all together, attempting to categorise them.  	t is possible to divide them 
into two main groups, those that are created and those that are manufactured (developed)C   29 
(60S) are created and 19 (40S) manufactured.  Those created may be divided into two groups 
5ora and fauna; they are more or less equally divided at 15 and 14 respectively. 
C(��t�� @ �#&(� 
Cut 5owers are shown two times, one as a bunch and the other with the 5owers displayed in a 
trug.  Both are representing those passionate about gardening  and plants. 
	n nine there are a variety of plants and F or their produceC wheat sheaves and a vine, and grapes 
with wine occur twice.  There is one example each of a sprig of bramble and of ivy, a sun5ower 
plant, acorns and a pump#in. 
There are two individual trees together with an area of woodland. 
C(��t�� @ ��+%� 
There are four animals, sheep, a hare, a dog and a pig together with one female dancer from the 
Thursford �how. 
The two examples of fish are pi#e (crossed) and four carp, in water. 
The types of bird number six, singly or collectively.  There are two depictions of doves, and one 
each of a 5oc# of geese and of swallows, an owl and stylised birds.  	n total there are 2= birdsE 
The twenty-nine created items depicted in this window are listed in the table; R indicates that 
their use in art  may have an element of Christian symbolism.  That symbolism is listed on the 
next page.  
 

C(��t�� @ 2; 
�#&(� @ 17 ��+%� @ 16 
Bramble R �ancer 

Cut Flowers (2) �og R 
	vy R Hare R 

�a# Tree F Acorns (2) R Pig 
Pump#in �heep R 

�un5owers Fish (2) R F Water R 
�ine F �rapes F  Wine (3) R Birds - stylised  R 

Wheat �heaves (2) R �oves (2) R 
Woodland F �ymbolic Tree (2)  �eese, �wl R, �wallows R 

 




�%+���t+(�� B��,�#&'��C 
The 19 depictions are listed in the table divided into categories. �nli#e those created there is 
no specific Christian symbolism in these items. 

�/'� ��'i�ti&%) 
Transport Boat, Motor Car, Tractors (2), Traction Engine 

Food and �rin# Cheese, Bottle and �rin#ing �lass 
Buildings �tructures �ovecote, House, Fence with �tile 

�port Hoc#ey �tic#, Rugby Ball 
Tools Chisel, Handsaw 

Entertainment Roundabout Horse 
Academic development Music, Heraldic Crest, Badge 

 

	t�$) -hi�h $�/ �� +)�� i% Ch(i)ti�% �/$�&#i)$  
�i(�) (stylised) – have been used from the early days of Christian art to signify the soul, lifted 
up, and so resurrection.   

�&,� – in St 
ohn 6 -erse 87 we read - and John bare record, saying, 	 saw the �pirit 
descending from heaven li#e a dove, and it abode upon him – and so the most important 
meaning attached to a dove is a symbol of the Holy �host (�pirit).  The earliest reference 
in �cripture is when a dove with an olive branch in its bea# indicated to �oah that the 5ood 
had subsided (�enesis = -erses >E67).  
�-# – has many di3ering symbolic meanings but with its night-time wa#efulness, and its 
wisdom, being a NwatcherO is one. �e watchers and 0e hol0 ones is a well-#nown hymn by 
Athelstan Riley (1>5>-1945). 
�-�##&- – is often a symbol of the incarnation. 

�(�$�#� – a rare bramble �u�us sanctusA which may spontaneously ignite,  is thought to be the 
burning bush described in Exodus 3 verses 1-10, which burned but was not consumed.  This is 
regarded as a type for The Blessed �irgin Mary who bore Jesus Christ yet #ept her virginity. 

�&g – watchfulness and faithfulness are characteristics of dogs and so may be used as the 
symbol of these virtues.   

�i)h – from the early days of Christianity a fish was used as its symbol.  The �ree# word for 
fish isC  

	�1�� B iota – chi – theta – upsilon – sigma ) 	 Ch �h � �.  (� is a capital 
upsilon) 
This is used as an acronym for 	esus Christos �heou �ios �oter which 
translates 
Jesus - Christ -of �od - �on - �aviour 

 

 
The fish symbol 

��(� – a defenceless animal which is sometimes used as symbol of those who put the hope of 
their salvation in Christ. 
	,/ – is always green and is a symbol of fidelity and eternal life. 
�h��' – The people of �od are sometimes referred to as sheep with Christ as the �ood 
�hepherd. 
�(�� (�ymbolic) –the Tree of Knowledge is mentioned early in the boo# �enesis, the cross is 
sometimes referred to as the NTree of �hameO. 

��&(%) �%� th� ��" – a symbol of growth and power of faith, remembering how the small 
seed grows into a mighty tree.  The Cross of the Crucifixion,  The Tree of Shame, is said to 
have been oa#. 

�i%� ? �(�'�) ?  �i%� – The product of the vine is one of the two elements of the Eucharist. 
��t�( – a rich symbol with many meanings such as nourishment, cleansing and spiritual 
renewal.  	t is the element of Holy Baptism. 
�h��t – is used to ba#e bread which is the other of the two elements of the Eucharist.  
 

Hopefully these random thoughts of a recorder are helpful to those who loo# at the Time 
Ca'sule in years to come.  JT. 
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